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Producing colorful 
flowers from early 
sPring to first frost, 
garvinea is a Proven 
garden Performer.

By Paul Pilon

Gerbera 
Garvinea series

I
n recent years, gerbera has 
become increasingly popular 
in the bedding plant and 
indoor potted plant indus-
tries. Gerbera produces an 

abundance of cheerful daisy-like 
f lowers consisting of numerous 
vibrant f lower colorations. In the 
past, numerous cultivars of Ger-
bera jamesonii were used; how-
ever, these cultivars have many 
soft characteristics lending them 
susceptible to plant pathogens 
and not suitable for long term and 
carefree use in landscapes.

Recently, breeding efforts by 
the gerbera breeding company 
Florist Holland from the Neth-
erlands developed an entire series 
of gerbera with characteristics 
that provide strong garden per-
formance. The Garvinea series is 
cold hardy to USDA Hardiness 
Zone 7 and provides strong resis-
tance against pests and diseases. 
In the landscape, the plants grow 
to 18 inches across and 18 inches 
tall while they are blooming.

One of this series’ greatest attri-
butes is it provides an extended 
bloom time, producing colorful 
2-inch flowers from early spring 
until the first frost. It is not 
uncommon for a single plant to 
produce more than 100 flowers 
during the growing season.  Cur-
rently, there are 24 different culti-
vars, including several with brightly 
colored flowers, soft-toned bloom 
colorations, and varieties that have 
flower heads that change color as 
they develop. 

These robust plants are well 
suited for container plantings, 
perennial borders, or for cut 
flowers. With its strong garden 
performance the Garvinea series 

has won several notable awards in 
Europe, including the HortiFair 
Innovation Award 2009 and the 
Golden Floral Award 2010. This 
innovative and unique selection of 
garden plants has great potential 
in the United States. With their 
extended bloom times, proven 
garden performance, and wide 
selection of bloom colorations, the 
Garvinea series would make an 
excellent addition to many peren-
nial programs.

propagation
Gerbera Garvinea cultivars are 

vegetatively propagated by means 
of tissue culture. Tissue culture 
allows them to be grown with great 
uniformity. Propagation of this cul-
tivar is prohibited. The uniform 
plant material is multiplied through 
tissue culture and offered through 
rooting stations as hardened young 
plant material in trays.

production
Liners of Garvinea perennial 

gerbera are best produced in 5- to 
7-inch containers. Growers should 
use a growing mix that provides 
both good water holding ability and 
adequate drainage. Plant them in the 
center of the pot with the top of the 
liner being even with the soil line of 
the final container. Avoid planting 
liners too deeply; growing mix 
covering the crown often inhibits 
proper growth and makes the crop 
flower unevenly.

Gerbera are light to moderate 
feeders. Watch the pH closely; 
maintain levels between 5.5 to 6.0. 
When the pH rises to 6.5, they 
may show signs (chlorosis) of iron 
and manganese deficiencies. These 

‘Garvinea Cindy’



Breeder’s         
ChoiceChoiceChoice
CombosCombos

Ta� ed for Succ�  !

Suntory offers 3-for-1 
tag for 8 exclusive 

combinations.

 Varieties carefully selected
by Suntory’s breeders for 
matching characteristics 

and habits.

For more information
please contact

Barone Gardens
PH:315-699-4724

www.bgardens.com

Botany Lane Greenhouse
PH: 720-890-7033

www.botanylane.com

www.suntorycollection.net
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symptoms can be avoided by maintaining appropriate 
pH levels. Growers most commonly deliver nutrients 
using water soluble fertilizers containing micronutri-
ents. Maintain EC levels of 1.0 to 1.5. Irrigating them 
with 100- to 150-ppm nitrogen with every irrigation 
is usually sufficient. To prevent the salt levels from 
accumulating, it is recommended to irrigate without 
fertilizers every third or fourth watering.

They require an 
average amount of 
irrigation.  When 
irrigation is required, 
water them thor-
oughly and allow 
the growing mix 
to dry slightly 
between waterings. 
Overwatering ger-
bera may lead to  
damaged roots and 
increases the like-
lihood of crown 
and root rot patho-
gens. If drip irriga-
tion or subirrigation 
are options, these 
methods of watering 
are preferred as they 
reduce free moisture 
from resting in the 
center of  the plant 
which decreases the 
conditions favorable 
for plant pathogens.

Since its introduc-
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‘Garvinea Sylvana’ and ‘Garvinea Sunny’

tion, Garvinea has been extensively culti-
vated and tested around the world. Due to 
its vigorous, all-weather and disease-resis-
tant basis, the series offers advantages for 
growers. Garvinea can be produced at rela-
tively low temperatures, with little to no pes-
ticides and no growth regulators, matching 
today’s criteria in which environment and 
energy saving are key factors. Although, 
they can generally be grown without cul-
tural issues, it is recommended to routinely 
monitor the crops to detect the presence of 
insects (namely thrips and whiteflies) and 
plant pathogens early and implement con-
trol strategies if necessary.

temperature and 
Scheduling

The main factors influencing the proper 
timing of gerbera Garvinea cultivars are tem-
perature and light intensity. Growers most 
commonly receive liners that are six to seven 
weeks old. The first three weeks after planting 
is a hardening and establishment phase; many 
growers produce them at pot-to-pot spacing 
during this phase. Grow the plants at slightly 
lower light levels (2,800 to 4,600 foot-can-
dles) and with temperatures from 59 to 68° F.  
Provide shading when the light levels exceeds 
4,600 foot-candles.  

After three weeks of production, space 
the plants and increase the light levels to 
above 5,500 foot-candles.

Neptune’s Harvest Organic Fertilizer

New World Record Pumpkin, 1818.5 lbs.!! 
Grown by Jim and Kelsey Bryson, using 

Neptune’s Harvest Organic Fertilizers. To view 
Jim’s testimonial, along with many others, 

and to learn more about all our products, go 
to www.neptunesharvest.com.  

Call for FREE SAMPLE and CATALOG. Bulk and 
retails sizes are available.

Neptune’s Harvest
www.neptunesharvest.com
(800) 259-GROW (4769)
Neptune’s Harvest Organic Fertilizers

“Products from the ocean to set your plants in motion”.

Carry Neptune’s Harvest products for your customers and use it 
for your own growing needs, for amazing results.

Call for a FREE catalog and for a distributor near you.

Call for FREE SAMPLE and 
Wholesale Catalog.

Visit our website to see other 
amazing testimonials.



A good final spacing for 
6-inch containers is approxi-
mately one plant per square foot 
of production space.

Once the plants are spaced, 
decrease the production tem-
peratures to 50 to 59° F. Cool 
temperatures, particularly at 
night, are important for devel-
oping flower buds. Avoid high 
night temperatures and expo-
sure to temperatures below 41° 
F throughout the cooling phase.

After approximately three 
weeks of cooling (nine weeks 
after potting), flower buds will 
begin to appear. The Garvinea 
series reaches a marketable 
stage 10 to 12 weeks after pot-
ting when they are grown as 
described above. Once the plants 
are flowering, they will perform 
well with warmer temperatures; 
maximum of 95° F.  

Growing them cool not only 
saves energy and promotes good 
bud set, but improves plant 
quality by reducing leaf expan-
sion and the height of the flower 
stems. Some cultivars may show 
a slight amount of purplish 
tinged leaves when they are 
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Orange Shades

Garvinea Jilly

Garvinea Orangina 

Purple Shades

Garvinea Adele (NEW 2012)

Garvinea Layla (NEW 2012)

Garvinea Lisa 

Garvinea Pam

Yellow Shades

Garvinea Isabel (NEW 2012)

Garvinea Santana

Garvinea Summer 

Garvinea Sunny 

Garvinea Vivian 

White Shades

Garvinea Catherine (NEW 2012)

Garvinea Nikki

Garvinea Sleeping Beauty (NEW 2012)

Garvinea Sylvana 

Garvinea Valerie

Red Shades

Garvinea Cindy

Garvinea Fleurie

Garvinea Rachel

Garvinea Romy

Garvinea Sophie (NEW 2012)

Pink Shades

Garvinea Jasmina (NEW 2012)

Garvinea Lilian 

Garvinea Piroska
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Rely on Quietaire to
  manufacture long lasting,
   low maintenance,
    durable and dependable
    ventilation products.
    The type of products
    that you can count
  on for years to come!

www.quietaire.com
info@quietaire.com

713-228-9421
or 866-228-9421

Fax 713-228-9425
505 North Hutcheson

Houston, TX 77003

RELIABLE
Ventilation Equipment

                                 Since 1937!

RELIABLE
Ventilation Equipment

                                 Since 1937!
Quietaire’s Angle Flow -
Aluminum or Galvanized
Angle design incorporates 
all of the excellent qualities 
of the standard box design 
plus it increases fan 
performance which 
lowers cooling costs.

Quietaire's Stainless Steel Trough Cooling System - 
No sump required!  This cooling system is self- 
contained, 
highly efficient
and has a long
life expectancy.

Quietaire’s  HAF 18 Fan -    Efficiently improve 
conditions in your greenhouse with horizontal air 
flow fans. The fans push air in greenhouse 
continuously causing mass air movement.



Totally different

Vigorous growth

Self-cleaning

Blooms throughout the 
growing season

www.suntorycollection.net

grown cool; this is normal 
and provides a different look 
for gerbera and will lessen 
with warmer temperatures.

availability
Gerbera Garvinea series is 

brought to the market by Flo-
rist Holland BV (www.f lorist 
holland.nl/). Liners are 
available from numerous 
rooting stations including 
Gro’n Sell, Green Circle 
Growers, Knox Nursery 
Inc., Pacific Plug and Liner, 
Plug Connection, Raker 
& Sons Inc. and Wagner 
Greenhouses.   g

Paul Pilon is a horticultural 
consultant, owner of 
Perennial Solutions 
Consulting (www.
perennialsolutions.
com), and author of 
perennial Solutions: 
a grower’s guide to 
perennial production. 
He can be reached at 
616.366.8588 or paul@
perennialsolutions.com.  

‘Garvinea Orangina’ and ‘Garvinea Jilly’
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